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This is just one of the houses on Taffy Lane in Orléans that attracts
hundreds of Christmas display enthusiasts to the small street
every year. See story on page 17. FRED SHERWIN/PHOTO

5% tax hike

By Fred Sherwin
The Orléans Star

Ottawa city council recently passed the final
operating and capital budgets and with them a
2.5 per cent tax increase.

The increase equates to an additional $105
on the municipal portion of the urban resi-
dential property tax bill for a home assessed
at $415,000 and $86 on the average rural
residential tax bill for a home of the same
value.

Most of the revenue generated by the in-
crease will be used to keep up with increased
operating costs due to continued growth.

The budget sets aside considerable funding
to address affordable housing. $15.7 million
has been set aside for the housing and home-
lessness investment plan, $3.1 million for other
homelessness programs and $1.3 million to
support the social housing program.

The City will also invest $5 million to
advance the Integrated Transition to Housing
Strategy and $30 million in affordable housing
as part of the Housing Long-Range Financial
Plan.

Another $4.6 million will go to increase the
capacity of the City’s family and emergency
shelters.

City council rejected a motion to freeze
transit fares in 2024 that would have cost the
average household $8. Instead fares will be
going up 2.5 per cent overall to keep them in
line with the tax increase. In fact, user fees will
be going up by 2.5 per cent across the board
including recreational fees and facility rental
fees.

As for the east end, Orléans South-Navan
will get $1.35 million in 2024 and $7.7 million
in 2025 for a new district park located beside

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 p»>
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Grill

] TAKE-OUT AND DELIVERY ALSO AVAILABLE

FINE INDIAN CUISINE

2All gou ean eat sNew Yeéar's Ere bujfe
East Indian cuisine at its flavourful and aromatic best!

$30 per person, includes dessert and Indian Masala Tea.
Don’t miss out, reserve your table today.

For reservations call 613-590-1120

2181 St. Joseph Blvd., Orléans

www.mumbaimasalagrill.ca



COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Christmas Angels event
raises $8K for families
with seriously ill children

ORLEANS — On Saturday, Dec 9, the Taproom 260 restaurant and entertainment
venue hosted the Christmas Angels fundraising event to raise money for families with
children who are undergoing treatment for life-threatening illnesses. The evening
featured music by three different bands — The Beer Nuts, Spitfire 91 and Right On
Special — who donated their time to entertain the crowd. Over $8,000 was raised
through a silent auction and raffle with dozens of prizes donated by local businesses.
The annual event was once again made possible thanks to Taproom 260 owners Andrew
and Anne Marie Quincy, manager Anne Petersen, lead organizer Patrick Lowell and
Long and McQuade which has donated the sound equipment for the past 12 years.

Orléeans blind-deaf athlete
Kevin Frost wraps up
another successful year

ORLEANS — It’s been a heck of a year for Orléans blind-deaf athlete Kevin Frost.
After successful careers in speed-skating and cycling, Frost took up golfing more six
years ago. His progression in the sport has been nothing
short of incredible. In the past year alone, he finished first
in the B2 category (under five degrees of vision) at the
Canadian Blind Golfing Championships, third at the North
America Blind Golfers Championship in San Antonio,
Texas and seventh at the World Championships in South
Africa. Golfers who are blind are accompanied by a
“caddie”, who gives them the direction and distance for
each shot. The rest is up to them. Away from links, Frost
was given a new service dog in August after his old service,
Louis, had to be retired last year. Having to adapt to his
new service dog, Woody, was a fairly short process, but not without its challenges for
both man and dog. As the calendar is about to turn over to another year, Frost is looking
forward to getting back on the links and the chance to improve on his results in 2023. In
the meantime, sales of his book Deaf Blind Champion: A True Story of Hope, Inspira-
tion, and Excellence in Sport and Life continue to do well. You can purchase a copy for

yourself or as a present for someone on your Christmas list on Amazon.

LTIMATE

CURRENCY E CHANGE

MORE THAN 90 FOREIGN 72\
CURRENCIES AVAILABLE O

*

BETTER RATES

THAN ANY BANK!  Giloucester Centre (Blair LRT Station)
NO COMMISSION 1980 Ogilvie Rd. 613-842-3334
FEES! 2573 Carling Ave. 613-596-5505

Check our rates online at www.uexchange.ca
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City to invest more money in
parks and roads in Orléans

Continued from page 3

the Francois Dupuis Recreation Centre in

Avalon; monies to resurface Frank Kenny

Road between Russell and Colonial, Innes

Road between Portobello and Frank Kenny,

and Wall Road between Mer-Bleue and

Tenth Line; and intersection modifications

at Tenth Line and Brian Coburn.

Orléans East-Cumberland will get the
following:

+ $200,000 to replace swings and path-
ways at Des Pionniers Park;

+ $495,000 for renewal work at the Ray
Friel Recreation Complex, including the
replacement of the wave system;

* $4.665 million to resurface Innes Road
from Portobello to Frank Kenny;

* $2.695 million to resurface Innes Road
from Jeanne d’Arc Blvd. to Tenth Line;

* $575,000 for the renewal of the township
bridge on Wilhaven Road;

+ $150,000 to renew the pathways in
Queensway Ridge Park;

+ $32,000 to replace the baseball fence at
Queenswood Ridge Park;

» $75,000 for temporary traffic-calming
measures throughout the ward.

™4, -

-

Meanwhile, residents in Orléans West-
Innes Ward can expect the following in
2024:

* $400,000 for a new spray pad at Roy
Park in Chapel Hill;

* $619,000 to replace the curbs and resur-
face the parking lot at the Orléans Library
and Barrington Park;

» $112,000 to replace the baseball fenc-ing
at Blackburn Park;

* $139,000 for new pathways to connect
Willowbark Drive to Windflower Way
and Anglehart Avenue to Du Grand Bois
Avenue;

* $936,000 to resurface Meadowglen
Drive from Orléans Blvd. to Boyer Road,

e $2.7 million to resurface Innes Road
from Jeanne d’Arc Blvd. to Tenth Line
Road.

* $31,000 for a dedicated left-turn signal
from Innes Road to Viseneau Drive;

* Monies for a new dedicated left-turn
signal on Bearbrook Road at Westpark
Drive into Louis Riel high school;

* Monies to design a sidewalk linking
Notre Dame Road to Jeanne d’Arc Blvd.
with completion expected in 2025/26.

O RTISTICSMING!

Cg PITAL 2020 Winter Session Recreational
ARTISTIC SWIMMING  Programs are Filling Up FAST!

BMRC BMRC

Bob MacOuarrie Bob MacBuarrie
Recreation Complex Rereation Complex

Wednesdays Thursdays
from A-5om | from 4-5pm

Swimmers Swimmers
Born Between Born Between
2010 & 2016 2015 & 2017

saumill | gy

Sawmill Creek
Community Pool Splash Wave Pool

Saturdays | Tuesdavs from
from3-pm | 4:30-5:30pm

Swimmers Swimmers
Born Between Born Between
2016 & 2018 2014 & 2016

Register TODAY at GoCapitalSynchro.ca

Questions? Email us: registrar@gocapitalsynchro.ca

Must be comfortable swimming in deep water and 25m without assistance




2023 turned out to be a rough ride in more ways than one

By Fred Sherwin
The Orléans Star

2023 will be remembered as the year two
letters became a household word. Before the
year began, the use of the letters Al in the
English vernacular was the sole domain of
IT geeks and video
game nerds — no
offence to video-
gamers.

As the year comes
to a close, everyone
has used the term
Al in talking about
everything from op-
tions on a new car to the future of the human
race itself.

The one single event that catapulted Al
into the mainstream happened at the tail end
of 2022 when OpenAl released ChatGPT
on an unsuspecting world. After that, it
didn’t take long for ChatGPT to become
the most controversial technological tool in
recent memory, sparking debate about the
authenticity of everything from university
essays to stories in the local newspapers.

Within months, dozens of get-rich-quick
schemes started popping up in social media

platforms using Al-generated endorsements
from famous celebrities without their
approval and often without their knowledge
— the most notorious being Quantum Al
which an Al-generated script over a video
of Elon Musk speaking at a conference. The
irony is that Musk is the founder and owner
of Open Al

Here in Ottawa, 2023 will be remembered
as the year the city’s transit system came
under fire for piling up staggering losses
financially and staggering setbacks in Phase 2
of the LRT.

In August, a staff report suggested that OC
Transpo would incur $39 million in losses
by the end of the year. Within two months, .
that estimate rose to more than $50 million, T e
sparking recommendations from cutting
services and laying off drivers to increasing
fares and potentially the transit levy on
residential property taxes.

What is at issue is a lack of customers.
More than 18 months after the COVID
pandemic, ridership is still less than 75 per
cent of what it was before the pandemic. The

¥y
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for a maximum of three days a week — a
move that was entrenched in the collective

single biggest reason for the low ridership
numbers is the federal government’s deci-
sion to allow employees to work from home

KEEPING CLIENTS SAFE AND WARM FOR THE PAST 47 YEARS

g | W ERINE€S
eating & Air Conditioning .

Furnaces by Book Your New Furnace & Fireplace Insert

KEEBPRIfE Installation Now & Avoid the Rush Humidifiers ,Qi
www.keeprite.com e High-Efficiency Oil or Natural Gas Furnaces from $399 &J
: * Single or Two Stage Heating Installed

¢ Wood, Gas, Fireplace inserts and Stoves
Chimneys and Chimney Liners

Electric Furnace Installation, Repairs and Service cnln WEAT“H\

Sheet Metal Work and Ductwork Furnace 0n|y

Call now to book your winter heating .
and fireplace maintenance. Maintenance from $129.95

Fully Bilingual Service. We service all makes and models. Fumace & Fireplace

(613) 830-1661 - (613) 835-2658 =it

from $189.95
\

bargaining agreement reached to end a 12-
day strike by Treasury Board and Canada
Revenue Agency employees in May.

-0 =

An explosion rocked the Avalon Vista community on Feb. 15, destroying
four homes under construction and sending eight people to hospital.
Kody Troy Crosby, 35, was found guilty for deliberately causing the blast
and sentenced to five years in prison. FILE PHOTO

As for the LRT, it was just one bad news
story after another in 2023, beginning
with more weather and equipment-related
shutdowns last winter to a constantly

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16 p»

HOLIDAY HOURS

Closed
Monday, Dec. 25

Tuesday, Dec. 26
Monday, Jan. 1 and

2864 St. Joseh Blvd.

both holiday weekends

613-824-5749

Distinctive

Bathrooms & Kitchens

dbkottawa.com ¢ 613.834.1796

CALL TO BOOK YOUR
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

2035 Lanthier Dr., Orléans

(Near Innes and 10th Line)
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Savour the
holldaw S

B BTN
DEC. 24:
Open ’til 6pm

DEC. 25:
Closed

DEC. 26:
Open 9am to 6pm

DEC. 31:
Open °til 7pm

JAN. 1:
Closed

Wishing you

and your family
a safe and happy
hollday season.

LOCALLY Store #4738 Store #4010

2276 Tenth Line at Brian Coburn .
OWNED & 613-590-9179 5150 Innes at Trim

OPERATED Eric Foget, Owner 613-590-2205
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Caring community answers the call yet agam

By Fred Sherwin
The Orléans Star

Canada may be caught in a recession, but
that hasn’t stopped the Orléans community
from opening up their hearts and their wallets
to help their fellow residents.

The season of giving started with Santa’s
Parade of Lights when a record crowd filled
the firefighters’ boots and used the Tap the
Boot app to raise more than $25,000 and
donate over 8,000 toys.

Although Orléans residents have always
been generous in the past, parade organizer
Bob Rainboth was blown away by both the
sheer number of people who came out to
see the parade and the money and toys they
donated.

“It was such a thrill to see 150,000 plus
people enjoying the parade, especially the
young ones, but it was an even bigger thrill
to see them donate so much money and toys,
which will be used to help lessen the burden
for a lot of families this Christmas,” says
Rainboth.

On Dec. 9, hundreds of people packed the
Taproom260 restaurant and concert venue
on Centrum Blvd. to support the Christmas
Angels event and help raise more than
$10,000 in the process the money will be

used to purchase gift cards for children who
are being treated for severe illnesses such as
cancer.

In between the Parade of Lights and the
Christmas Angles fundraising event, local
firefighters held their annual Christmas food
drive on Saturday, Dec 2. Nearly 14,780
food items were collected at participating
grocery stores throughout Orléans along
with more than $18,000 in monetary dona-
tions in support of the Orléans-Cumberland
Community Resource Centre.

The food and money will not only
help feed financially challenged families
over the holidays, it will go a long way to
keeping food on the shelves of the Resource
Centre’s food bank well into February. It
also augments the items the food bank has
received from donors and supporters of the
OCCRC'’s Christmas program.

Each year, the Resource Centre offers
assistance in the form of toys and seasonal
food items to families facing financial hard-
ship. This year, more than 360 families
registered for the program.

Local businesses and organizations can
support the program by making a lump
sum contribution, the amount of which is
based on the size of the family they wish to

Restaurante Caravela is now acceytmg
reservations for New Year’s Eve*

Table d’h6éte menu
Soup of the day
Chef’s salad w/ Shrimp Cakes
Choice of Shrimp and Scallops,
Lamb Shank, Seafood Platter,
Fernando’s Platter, Cataplana,
Alcatra Pot Roast, Sea Bass,
or Oven-baked Cod.
Dessert and coffee
and a glass of champagne

$12

(61 3) 424-9200
3712 Innes Rd.

%o oo

S
N

A TOUCH OF PORTUGAL.

CARAVELA
‘W

Per
Person

*Three seatings at lunch 5 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

www.caravelaottawa.com

Fire fighters, volunteers and staff at the Orléans-Cumberland Community
Resource Centre all pitched in to make this year’s Orléans Fire Fighters
Food Drive another huge success. FRED SHERWIN PHOTO

support. The money is then used to buy gift
cards and specialty food items.

While Christmas is only a few days away,
the OCCRC is still encouraging members of
the community to donate to the program and
the food bank.

Although area residents have been incred-

ibly generous again this year, the food drive
fell 10 per cent short of last year’s total. In
the meantime, demand for emergency food
supplies is at an all-time high.

To donate simply drop by the OCCRC
located in the Centrum Plaza across from the
Shenkman Arts Centre or visit crcoc.ca.

Drop-in Meditation Classes in Orléans
5 Buddhist insights that change everything”

Presented by

Wednesday evenings, 7-8:15pm
beginning Jan. 17
at the Orléans Public Library | 1705 Orléans Blvd.

with Buddhist teacher & monk,
Gen Kelsang Thekchen

Kadampa Meditation Centre Ottawa

. . g ]
MeditateinOttawa.org M
info@meditateinottawa.org

00106 061100 00

0100 00100 00« 10000000 20000

mumbaimasalagrillottawa.com

228 Albert St. Ottawa

For reservations call 613-233-7705

oo — 100 0000 90nee —¢

MUMBAI MASALA GRILL

Eve Buffet
$30 pp

Fully
Licensed
Bar
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2023

What can be said about the year we’ve just been through? I’ve been
contemplating this editorial for several weeks now trying to come up
with some positive pearls from the past 12 months, but I’m hard pressed
to find any except for the fact that it’s over.

There is nothing positive to say about a year that began with the
ongoing war in Ukraine and will end with the continuing military action
in Gaza that has so far resulted in the deaths of over 12,000 people
including more than 6,000 children.

2023 began with Canada and much of the western world sliding into a
recession. By February we were already in one.

The pandemic years were already tough enough on small businesses,
but at least there were government programs available to keep most of
them afloat. 2022 was supposed to be a bounce-back year, but lingering
supply chain issues caused by the pandemic and Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine resulted in runaway inflation which brought any expectations of
rebound year crashing to the ground. Still, most small businesses were
just happy to be open again even if sales weren’t what they had hoped.
At least, they could look forward to 2023.

In spite of the claims by economists that we were in a recession, things
actually started looking up for small businesses in the spring, especially
compared to the three previous years. But things started to slow down
again over the summer. Local restaurants and other small businesses
could feel and see a shift in their sales that continued through the fall.

Some have hopes that things will pick up over the holiday season
as they traditionally do, but they are not so optimistic about the next
few months. And then there’s the issue of having to pay back their
CERB loans. It’s the program which provided a $60,000 loan to small
businesses during the pandemic of which $20,000 would be forgiven if
they paid $40,000 back by the end of the year. The only problem is that
due to the failure of the economy to bounce back from the pandemic,
most small businesses are still having trouble trying to pay their rent, let
alone pay off a $40,000 loan.

The Canadian government has since put in place an 18-day extension
to pay the $40,000 back. And there’s an additional lifeline of 67 days if
you apply for it through the bank. But the reality is they are no more able
to pay the money back on Jan. 18 or Mar. 25, than they are today.

It has not been a good run for most small businesses. 2023 started out
with a sense of optimism in the air. “It couldn’t be any worse than 2022,”
they thought. If it wasn’t worse, it definitely wasn’t much better.

What lies ahead in 2024 is anybody’s guess. The hope is that the
recession will end soon, people will start spending their money and all
will be right with the world. You and I can help turn that hope into a
reality by supporting local businesses here in Orléans. Not just during
the holiday season but over the coming months as well. Make it your
New Year’s resolution and keep it this time.

— Fred Sherwin, editor

THIS IS ONE FAD THAT HAS
REACHED THE END OF ITS SHELF LIFE

ocna

Ontario Community
Newspapers Association

THE ry
Orléans Star
Fredrick C. Sherwin, Editor & Publisher
fsherwin@orleansstar.ca

The Orléans Star is a bi-weekly publication distributed to 44,000 residences
in Blackburn Hamlet, Orléans and Navan. The newspaper is locally owned
and operated by Sherwin Publishing Inc., 745 Farmbrook Cres., Orléans,
ON. Inquiries and delivery issues should be sent to info@orleansstar.ca.
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Generosity of Orléans residents
and businesses is heart-warming

As we approach the end of 2023, I would like to
wish the residents of Orléans a very Merry Christmas,
happy holidays and a happy New Year!

collected and over $12,000 in monetary donations
were made in support of the OCCRC.
The Dominion City Brewing Co also hosted an

Ontario is facing an afford-
ability crisis and for many in our
community, this year has not been
an easy one. Many have struggled
to pay the bills, find an affordable
place to call home, access child-
care or simply to be seen by a
family doctor. I share your con-
cerns and frustrations and have been fighting for you
at Queen’s Park.

But I also know that Orléans residents have
stepped up to help our neighbours and friends in
need during these tough times.

Whether it was delivering food and supplies,
providing mental health supports, organizing
food drives or raising funds for services clubs and
religious institutions, Orléans residents have once
again shown what it means to be exemplary citizens
and have made Orléans a better place to live.

I want to thank the District 7 firefighters with the
Ottawa Fire Services and the Orléans-Cumberland
Community Resource Centre (OCCRC) for hosting
their annual food drive in Orléans. Through all
your generous donations, 14,820 food items were

Queen’s

Stephen Blais

incredible Christmas market with
carolers, Santa Claus, a meat press,
and last but not least, some of their
Park finest beer. Christmas markets like
this help bring our community
together, so I am thankful for all of
Ottawa’s small businesses who go

out of their way to organize these

Corner

fun festive events.

Just like small businesses, parents and students
have also stepped up during the season of giving.
I was happy to attend Cairine Wilson Secondary
School’s Annual Holiday Craft Fair, which features
over 100 vendors offering a variety of crafts, holiday
décor, baked goods, and so much more! Each year,
they fund-raise around $4,500 in support of student
learning.

As we celebrate the holiday season, I encourage
you to continue to support our local organizations
and if you can be generous with your donations.

I hope you are all able to spend quality time with
family, friends, and loved ones.

Once again, I am wishing you all a Merry
Christmas and a prosperous New Year!



Presenting the 31st annual Fredzee Awards

Welcome to the 31st edition of the annual
Fredzee awards. This where I get to name
some of year’s biggest winners and losers
and hand out a few awards.

When I came up with the first Fredzee
Awards 31 years ago, I did so to avoid
having to write a real column. I figured,
“How difficult could it be?”

Turns out, in the years when there’s
been a lot going on it, almost writes itself.
Unfortunately, 2023 has not been one of
those years. In fact, aside from the never-
ending Trump saga south of the border and
the horrific conflicts in Ukraine and Gaza,
it’s been a pretty boring year, especially here
in Canada, and particularly here in Ottawa.

So it was a Herculean effort to make
this year’s selections as non-lame as possi-
ble. Anyway here are they are... the 2023
Fredzee Awards. Please hold your applause
until the end.

Biggest Local Stories of 2023

1) The Avalon explosion. The blast, which
occurred on Feb. 15, destroyed four
homes under construction, sent eight
people to hospital and damaged several
residences nearby.

2) Federal public workers go on strike for
15 days in April causing a backlog in
passport applications and other federal
services.

3) The trial for the organizers of the so-
called Freedom Convoy protest in down-
town Ottawa in 2022. The trial went on
for 30 days in September and October
before adjourement. It will continue in
2024.

Fred Sherwin

Non-story of the Year

To Justin and Sophie Gregoire Trudeau’s
separation. I know — I had to be reminded
about it too.

Newsmakers of the Year

Travis Kelcey and Taylor Swift — As much
as | wanted to keep them off this list, the
fact that they were among the top searched
names on Google says it all.

The Isn’t That Ironic Award

To this year’s Burning Man Festival which
was declared a disaster area after torrential
rains completely flooded the festival site,
leaving thousands of attendees stranded for
two days without food or proper sanitation
services. Why is it ironic? The festival is held
in Nevada in what normally is a desert.

The Things That Make You Go Hmmm
Award

A 24-year-old Afghanistan man had a
7-centimetre long pencil removed from
his head by German surgeons after he
complained about blurred vision and
headaches. Apparently, the pencil got
lodged in his head during an accident that

happened about 15 years ago when he was
only nine.

The WTF Award

In a story right out of a plot for a horror
movie, household goldfish are being flushed
down the toilet and ending up in the Great
Lakes where they grow into 16-inch monsters
threatening the lakes’ ecosystem.

The We’ve Seen This Movie Before Award
goes to the South African pilot who, while
flying a private charter, saw a Cape cobra,
whose bite can kill someone in as little as
an hour, under his seat. The quick-thinking
pilot immediately turned the plane around
and landed at the nearest airport, during
which the snake disappeared never to be
seen again.

The I’d Rather Have A Lump of Coal
Award

To the woman in lowa who handed out three
types of pierogies on Hallowe’en with a sign
“Only one pierogi per child.” Not sure how
many she had left over, but we’re guessing
quite a few.

The Dumbass Tourist Award

To the tourists whose gondola capsized and
sank in Venice, Italy throwing them all into
the drink after they refused to stop taking
selfies.

The Wait °Til Your Father Gets Home
Award

To the 12-year-old boy in Ann Arbor,
Michigan, who stole a forklift in November

after someone left the keys in the ignition.
The boy ended up leading police on a low-
speed chase during which 10 parked cars
were destroyed.

The He Couldn’t Wait To Go To School
Award

To the nine-year-old Saskatoon boy who
stole a city bus in September and took it
on a three-block joyride in his pyjamas.
The bus eventually came to a stop after it
bumped into a truck and another city bus.
Nobody was injured, although the bus
suffered a cracked windshield and broken
mirror.

The Things That Make You Go Hmmm
Award # 2

To the Arkansas man who wanted a drink
so badly he decided to throw a cinder
block through a liquor store window, grab
some booze and run. Unfortunately for
the would-be thief, the window was made
of plexiglass causing the cinder block to
bounce back and hit him in the head and
knock him unconscious. The whole event
was caught on videotape.

A Special Place in Heaven

To Matthew Perry, Shane MacGowan,
Bob Barker, Gordon Pinsent, Sinéad
O’Connor, Tina Turner, Jimmy Buffett,
Paul “Peewee Herman” Reubens, Robbie
Robertson, Gordon Lightfoot, Rosalynn
Carter, Dick Butkus, Suzanne Somers,
Tony Bennett, Jim Brown and the Iron
Sheik to name just a few of the celebrities
who passed away in 2023.

Debris

Navan Landfill Site 3354 Navan Rd. B
613 824-7289 3354 Navan Rd. (3.5 Km from Innes Rd.) www.wasteconnections.com

WASTE COIELNECTIONS
¥ CANADA

Responsible Waste Disposal,
Diversion and Recycling
Waste, Recycling & Construction
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East end councillor refuses to do
the same over and over again

In her book Sudden Death, civil rights
activist Rita Mae Brown writes — “Insanity
is doing the same thing over and over again
and expecting different results.” — a quote

east end while we let the streets of Orléans
fall apart.

We must not take a whole year to design
a trail that already exists or carry out a geo-

that is often wrongly
attributed to  Albert
Einstein.

Every year, the ecast
end receives a paltry list
of investments represent-
ing a smaller and smaller
slice of this city’s pie.

Despite the best inten-
tions of some, including the Mayor and his
team, we’re left with vague assumptions,
underfunded promises, and another “maybe
next year.”

This year, I said no. That’s not good
enough. We deserve better. We deserve
better than to come to a budget discussion
with no substantial projects in our suburb to
discuss.

We deserve better than getting zero out
of 63 proposals to improve the aging infra-
structure in our neighborhood, all of which
were suggested by you over the past year.

So, I will not do the same thing over and
over again. I will not support a budget that
doesn’t add anything of real substance to the

Orléans East-Cumberland

technical study for a
street that’s in such poor
condition it is beyond
simply being resurfaced,
even though staff have
been telling me for five
years that it’s fine.

We cannot allow our
festival square to fall into
such a state that the elderly can’t even walk
down the street without tripping and falling,
or continue to pretend that there’s nothing
wrong with whole rows of lampposts being
broken for over a year without any solution
to improve safety, even temporarily.

We cannot invest nothing in vital infra-
structure connections to support growth
in south Orléans, or treat our rural village
neighbors as second-class citizens, ignoring
their infrastructure needs by transferring their
property tax dollars to other parts of the city

If T had supported this year’s budget, I'd
be consenting to the east end being ignored
yet again. I did not consent. And so I voted
against it.

Matt

Luloff

Budget 2024 includes investments
in Ward 19’s parks and roads

In amarathon session, council successfully
greenlit the $5.8 billion 2024 City of Ottawa
Budget, maintaining a 2.5% cap on property
tax increases despite persistent inflation.

pie too. There’s $1.3 million for kick-
starting the Frangois Dupuis Park, with
an additional $8 million coming in 2025.
And another investment in our beloved

My unwavering advo-
cacy for Orléans South- |
Navan has yielded re-
sults, securing important |
investments for the ward.

Budget 2024 is invest-
ing over $17 million into
revamping our ward’s
roads including several
sections of Innes Road, and the much-
anticipated completion of Frank Kenny
Road between Russell and Colonial. The city
will also spend nearly a half million dollars
on new multi-use pathways along Orléans
Blvd., Pineglade, Esprit, and Brockstone,
plus $1.9 million for bridge rehabilitation in
our rural area.

Responding to my concerns after last
year’s engineering review, the problematic
intersection at Brian Coburn and Tenth Line
is now included in the city’s 2024 Network
Modification Program. Residents can expect
to see improvements that will make the
intersection safer and more efficient.

Parks are getting a decent slice of the

Catherine

Orléans South-Navan

Miracle League will ex-
pand the fully accessible
playground at Notre-
Dame-des-Champs Park.

While I'll give credit
where it’s due, I can’t
help but think our rapidly
growing ward needs more
than our roads repaired
and parks expanded. This budget, although
seemingly balanced, could do more to
tackle our pressing mobility issues. Positive
chats with the Mayor and staff have given
me confidence that a plan to balance
transportation challenges with the breakneck
pace of development in Ward 19 will be
front and center for the city in 2024.

I consider budget consultations to be a
year-round activity and want to thank you
for your collaboration. Your engagement and
ongoing feedback are crucial in shaping our
community’s priorities. I look forward to the
challenges and opportunities that lie ahead
in 2024. Until then, I’'m wishing you a very
happy holiday and cheers to a New Year!

Kitts

HELLO

living your best life.

Book your
tour today!

VISIT US TODAY

¢ Join in for daily activities and social outings
e Nutritious and delicious meal plans
e 24-hour professional nursing care

Laura at Willowbend

613-907-9200

ORLEANS

Our Orléans community offer residents a new path for living.
Providing peace of mind and freedom, so you can focus on

Independent Living, Assisted Living, and Memory Care

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS

Located in your neighbourhood at 1980 Trim Road in Orléans.

WillowbendRetirement.com
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Orléans Outstanding Youth Award recipients announced

By Fred Sherwin
The Orléans Star

The Orléans Star is proud to announce the recipients of
this year’s Orléans Outstanding Youth Awards.

The Orléans Outstanding Youth Awards were first
launched in 2005 as a way to recognize the many
accomplishments of young people living in Orléans and the
surrounding community.

They are unique in that there are no specific categories,
instead individuals can be nominated for their achievements
in a given area or in a combination of areas.

The Orléans Star received 21 nominations in total this
year and each one was deemed as being deserving of
receiving an Outstanding Youth Award.

The list includes the two top students of the 2022-2023
graduating class, one from the English school boards and
one from the French boards, one of the top young bowlers

in the province, two of the top high school track athletes in
the province, two members of the Cairine Wilson Secondary
School improv team that won the city championship last
year and placed fifth at the national championship.

Each recipient will receive their personalized trophy
during an award ceremony at Ecole secondaire Béatrice-De-
sloges on Sunday, Jan. 7 which will feature performances
by several talented local musicians and dancers.

The Orléans Outstanding Youth Awards would not
be possible without the generous support of presenting
sponsors College La Cité, Université St.-Paul and College
Boréal; platinum level sponsor Richcraft Homes; gold level
sponsor M.L. Bradley Ltd. and more than a dozen individual
award sponsors.

Profiles of all 21 recipients will be published in the
Orléans Star for several weeks following the award
ceremony.

MATTHEW LULOFF
Orléans East-Cumberland
~ Orléans-Est-Cumberland

U

MAZ KARIMJEE

REALTOR ®

TOP 2% NATIONALLY ROYAL LEPAGE

613-799-7253
MAZKAR@ROYALLEPAGE.CA
WWW.MAZKARIMJEE.CA

LU
ROYAL LEPAGE
L VNI
Performance

ALTH

LAURA DUDAS
Orléans West-Innes
OrIégns-Quest-lnnes

4 I'i :;:' -J‘Ir
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2023 RECIPIENTS

« Raina Smith, 12
« Archie Hallen, 17
« Olivier Mrak, 14

« Julia Hanlon, 18

- Jean-Sébastien Gorley, 11
« Charlotte Hou, 16

» Zachary Jeggo, 16 - Timeo Atonfo, 16
« Myka Fournier, 17 « Justine Perrault, 17
- Joel Iziomon, 17 - Selena Pang, 17
« Sefunmi Asanbe, 13

« Max Frederick, 18

« Owen Murphy, 16

- Maya Elena Chaparro, 17
« Victoria Kay, 17 - Keira Westlake, 14
- Tyler Lahaie-Desabrais, 17 - Emily Rafter, 17

- Maya Laframboise Tudor, 18

\ 4

74 -
7 ¢

CATHERINE KITTS
Orléans South-Navan

TIM TIERNEY
Beacon Hill-
~ Cynville

-
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WE HELPED BROOKLYN
GRADUATE HIGH SCHOOL

The Help Our Students Program (HOST Program) was founded in 2010 by two local friends to help Ottawa students living
in difficult financial circumstances stay in high school until they graduate.

These students, selected by their school, are working hard to stay in school but it isn’'t easy
for them. In far too many cases, they don't know when their next meal will be, they wear

hand-me-downs all through high school and, if they go out with their friends, they certainly
can't buy anything.

Many need to either quit school to get a job to support their family or take on too many
part-time hours that cuts the amount of time they have for schoolwork. The HOST Program
now gives the students $150 per month (September to June), sent directly to their own RBC
bank account. The HOST Program gives them hope that they may be the first in the family
H e l p O ur Stu d e nts to graduate high school, hope to go to college or university, and hope to realize their dreams.

PROGRAM

“When the COVID-19 pandemic hit, my family was hit hard. So hard, that / wasn't sure | could

even graduate high school. My family needed me to drop out so | could help put food on

the table. Then, one day, | was called into the guidance counsellor’s office and told some

remarkable news - | had been selected to receive an award, so | could keep going to school.

I would be given S110 per month for the school year. Having that money in my pocket

changed my life dramatically. Suddenly, | could contribute to the family by buying

groceries. | also bought shoes for my twao little sisters, which we could not afford
before. But most importantly. Help Our Students gave me hope.

Not only did | graduate high school, but | am currently in my second year

W\ of college at Algonquin College, specializing in Child and Youth Social Work.

Given my own personal life experiences, | have a deep love for social workers.

One day, I hope to pay it forward and become part of that vital team. My goal
Is to help children in difficult situations by giving underprivileged families

a chance to learn and grow together. | would like to provide families

with the tools to accomplish stability for themselves and improve their

daily lives.

h

Thank you, Help Our Students, for changing my life and giving me hope
for the future.”

Change a life. Help another student
graduate high school.

Please visit our website at
www.helpourstudentsprogram.com

To donate, please use this link:
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/93336

The HOST Program, a registered charity (CRA # 814474730 RR001), is a rarity:

100% of all donations go to a student in need.
The Board of Directors pays all administrative costs.

il
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Grassroots student assistance program began in Orléans

By Jeff Todd
Courtesy of the Ottawa Business
Journal

In today’s world, where society’s prob-
lems seem more complicated than ever, a
grass-roots charity in Ottawa is proving that
even the smallest gifts can have a big impact.
For the past 12 years, Help Our Students
has been quietly changing the lives of dis-
advantaged high school students, $100 at a
time.

“Even today, the stories of these students
bring me to tears,” says Richard Lussier, the
program’s founder. “For example, one stu-
dent is able to go to school and work fewer
hours at his part-time job because there is
money to help feed his siblings. Another
said she was able to buy a dress for the prom
when she graduated. It was the first time in
her life she felt normal. But really, it is giv-
ing these young people hope. It opens up a
world to them that they didn’t know could
exist.”

The concept is simple: provide a strug-
gling student with $100 per month for a
year so he or she can graduate high school.
The monthly stipend increased to $150 last
September to account for the rising cost of
living.

The concept began in 2010 with two stu-
dents at St. Matthew High School and one at
Cairine Wilson Secondary School.

Today, Help Our Students has assisted
more than 800 teenagers in the Ottawa area.
More than 200 students are enrolled in the
program this year alone and in December
2022 this registered charity will surpass
$1 million in disbursements to some of the
most vulnerable youth in the city.

Lussier has the letters to prove it. As part
of enrolment in the program, students are
required to pen a letter on how the money
changed their life.

“Your money helped me put clean clothes
on my body, helped me put food on the ta-
ble,” one student wrote. “You made it eas-
ier for me to come to school and actually
get work done. Before all the help, T was
stressed and insecure about never hav-
ing anything. I was able to help my mom,
friends and some family over time. I really
wish there was a way I could repay you. [
don’t know where I would be without you.”

For Leah Barbe, a graduate of John Mc-
Craw Secondary School, she remembers the
moment a guidance counsellor called her
into the office with the news.

She was just 15 at the time. In addition
to her family’s financial problems, she and
her younger sister were dealing with other
issues in the home.

“I was dealing with a lot of difficulties,”
explains Barbe, now 18 years old. “The
guidance counselor sat me down and told
me, ‘I have some really good news. Take a
couple deep breaths.””

That was in December 2020. Barbe
received this support until June
2022, when she graduated high
school.

“For the first time in my
life, it provided a sense of
security,” Barbe says. “It
put me in control, which
is something I very much
enjoyed. If I needed to get
something, 1 had the mon-
ey to get it. If I didn’t want
to spend it, I

can vary, the overall results are hard to ar-

gue with. According to Lussier, more than

30 per cent of the students in last year’s pro-

gram not only graduated high school, but
were accepted into college or university.

“I’m convinced that your financial

assistance has kept many students

from dropping out of school and

is literally saving lives and

providing students with a

chance of a brighter future,”

says Thomas D’Amico, di-

rector of education at Otta-

wa Catholic School Board.

Lussier knows the power

of second chances firsthand.

In 1962, at the age 16, Lussi-

er called his

could save for father  from
my future.” a pay phone

w« Help Our Students ™
the most part, Que. He was
that’s exactly PROGRAM struggling,
what she did. academical-

Barbe says she saved the majority of the
money, which kept her focused on her goals.
She will attend Brock University in the fall
for child and youth studies, with the goal of
becoming a kindergarten teacher.

Of the 200 or so
students now in
the program, the
funds are spread
out among 62 high
schools in Ottawa,
Lussier says, repre-
senting about three
kids per school.

Teachers and staff
nominate  deserv-
ing students and a
school  committee
makes  selections.
After that, Lussier
arranges a monthly
wire transfer and
students are free to
spend the funds as they wish.

According to Lussier, the fact that Help
Our Students does not micromanage how
students spend the money is important. Af-
ter all, most of the students in the program
have never had a bank account before. A
few might spend the money right away, Lus-
sier admits. Others budget every penny and
even put small amounts aside for “future
savings”, like Barbe did.

The point, he explains, is that students are
given the confidence to take control of their
lives. They can achieve success or make
mistakes. While the choices students make

Richard Lussier,
Co-founder and CEO
Help Our Students

ly and financially, and told his dad he’d be
dropping out of school. Not so fast, said his
father, who drove from Cornwall to Dorval
that day and handed Lussier $100. Now go
back to school, he told his son.

|

The family didn’t
exactly have $100 to
spare. Growing up,
Lussier remembers
that, for every pay-
cheque that came
in, cash was stuffed
into envelopes
marked rent, food
and other expenses,
to ensure there was
enough left at the
end of the month.

Lussier stayed in
school and eventu-
ally transferred to
the Royal Military
College in Kingston
and graduated with a commerce degree. Af-
ter a few twists and turns, he got a finance
job at a now closed military hospital in Can-
ada before landing a position at the Nation-
al Arts Centre in accounts payable. Lussier
would rise to the position of managing di-
rector before retiring at the age of 50 with
a pension.

But he never forgot where he came from.
Lussier knew he wanted to dedicate the rest
of his life to helping others, he just didn’t
know how. And then he remembered that
$100 from his father, which changed the
trajectory of his life. He has dedicated his

life to Help Our Students ever since.

“I am very spiritual and I believe that
when I die, I am going to stand there and
someone is going to say to me, ‘I gave you a
lot. What did you do with your life?*” Lussi-
er explains. “T have a family. I have a house
and not a single thing to complain about. I
need to stand there and say, ‘This is what I
did.””

Help Our Students has an impressive and
growing group of supporters and board di-
rectors, including David H. Hill, senior part-
ner at Perley-Roberson, Hill & McDougall
LLP; Carman Joynt, retired partner with De-
loitte & Touche and past chair of the board
at the Royal Canadian Mint; Mohamed
Sheibami, partner at Deloitte Canada; and,
most recently, Peter Nicholson, president of
the Foundation WCPD.

“When Richard (Lussier) reached out
to me, I had never heard of Help Our Stu-
dents,” Nicholson says. “Put simply, I was
blown away by both his personal story and
the direct impact this charity is making in
the lives of students. The impact is A to B
— it is efficient and easy to understand. I
look forward to raising more awareness for
the program.”

The power of the program, according to
Lussier, is its simplicity. Donors love the
fact that not one penny goes toward over-
head — it all ends up in the pockets of high
school students.

Lussier and his wife, along with the board,
run every aspect of Help Our Students, al-
though they know that this arrangement
can’t last forever. Now 76, Lussier has one
eye on the present and another on the fu-
ture. With hundreds of alumni and hundreds
more students every year, he knows Help
Our Students will one day need a clear suc-
cessor to lead the program.

For now, Lussier is focused on the next
month and the next $150, when another stu-
dent’s life might change.

“It gives students hope for the world, that
there are good outcomes for hard work,”
Barbe says. “It is encouragement. Especial-
ly going through high school, it can seem
draining and pointless at times. But it’s not.
You should just do the best you can and be
a good person.”

To learn more about Help Our Students,
or to make a donation, visit helpourstudents
program.com

(Jeff Todd is vice-president of marketing
and communications at Foundation WCPD
and president-elect of AFP Ottawa.)
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DONATE A TURKEY

FOR CHRISTMAS!
Drop off your turkey to
35 Waller Street
between9a.m.-5p.m.,
Monday - Friday

The Ottawa Mission is Ottawa’s oldest and largest
homeless shelter, but we are so much more than that!

At The Mission, we work with shelter guests and
community clients to Aelwild theth lives .
This includes emergency services and a wide array of
programs and services to help shelter guests and
community members in need.

Your donations ensure that we can provide
food, shelter and essential services to the
vulnerable people in our city.

You can support The Mission by donating today!

A GIFT THAT KEEPS GIVING

This Christmas, choose a gift that ()
has the power to make a profound

difference. Explore our gift guide WINTER CLOTHING
AND ESSENTIALS

Donate much-needed winter
clothing and essential toiletries.
Call 613-234-1155 or email
info@ottawamission.com

613.234.1155 « donations@ottawamission.com « OttawaMission.com
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STAY SAFE & WEALTHY
EASON!
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385 Vantage Dr.
Orléans, ON
613-841-5550

BLACKBURN SHOPPES

4 DENTAL CENTRE

ottawafamilydentist.com

Wishing you and your family 7E '

a safe and happy holiday season. ._.p R OMA LACE
Eric Foget, Owner of Store #4738, 276 Tenth Line ’j* NsngBCQigIIé{'CI?P S
Scott Johnstone, Owner of Store #4010, 5150 Innes <
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PRINTING
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WWW. sureprint.ca A -
WWW. caravelaottawa.com
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Take a tour of Orléans’ best and brightest light displays

By Fred Sherwin
The Orléans Star

Orléans has always had a reputation for
having some of the best, most brightly decor-
ated houses in Ottawa largely due to the
residents of one street in particular — Tafty
Lane. The small street in Orléans Wood
has become a mecca for fans of exterior
residential Christmas display enthusiasts for
more than 40 years now and at one time was
featured in Maclean s magazine.

One of the most brightly decorated houses
on the street belongs to Peter Abercrombie,
who is one of the four original residents
who bought houses on the street in 1977.

Thehomeiseasily identifiable by the eight-
foot wooden cutout of Frosty the Snowman
carrying a candy cane in the front yard and
a second cutout showing the Grinch tying a
horn on the head of his faithful dog.

The home hasn’t always looked the same
as it does now. In the first few years that the
Abercombies lived on Taffy Lane, the house
was decorated modestly with a few strings
of lights. Over the years, he kept adding to
it, often making decorations on his own.

One of the things you will notice about the
Abercrombie’s front yard Christmas display
is that he doesn’t use a lot of inflatables.
In-stead, he relies on wooden cutouts and
motion lighting to create a captivating
experience that has stood the test of time.

The best way to enjoy the light displays
on the Taffy Lane is to leave your car on
Sugar Creek Way and proceed to the street
on foot. It should take you anywhere from
30 to 40 minutes to stroll down the street
and return to your vehicle.

After driving or walking down Taffy
Lane, turn left on to Sugar Creek Way where
you will find the home of Tony and Jocelyne
Sullivan who, along with family friend Bob

Presland, decorate their house every year to
raise money for local charities. Last year,
visitors to their display donated more than
$15,000 to the cause.

When you finish walking down Taffy
Lane, you should return to your car by
walking down Sugar Creek Way where you
will find the home of Tony Sullivan who
uses the fantastic holiday display to raise
thousands of dollars for local charities with a
little help from his buddy Bob Presland. The
pair call themselves the Salt Water Santas
because they both hail from Newfoundland.

When you eventually get back into your
car, take Orleans Blvd. south to Lumberman
Way on the other side of the Hwy. 174
overpass. Turn left on to Lumberman Way
and then right on to Grey Nuns Drive. Fol-
low Grey Nuns to Fieldstone Crescent where
you will see two brightly lit residences — one
at 1678 Grey Nuns Drive and the other just
on the corner at 1692 Fieldstone.

From there, find your way back to
St. Joseph Blvd. and turn left. Drive two
blocks eastbound and turn left again onto
Dussere Street across from the St. Hubert.

Dussere runs into Cholette Crescent where
you will find the Giroux residence at 1143
Cholette Cres. on the left. There is another
nicely decorated house beside it at 1135
Cholette Cres. From there, take Dussere
back to St. Joseph Blvd., take a right and
drive back to Orléans Blvd. where you
will turn right again as if you heading back
to Taffy Lane. You can also stop at the
Tim Horton’s on Orléans Blvd. for a hot
chocolate before continue north to Jeanne
d’Arc Bvd.

Once you get to Jeanne d’Arc Blvd.,
turn right and head east until you come
to Lawnsberry Crescent. Turn right on
Lawnsberry and then right again on Pintail

The Zintel residence on Henn Drive in Navan is the latest addition to

the best and brightest Christmas displays in the east end. STAR PHOTO

Terrace which will take you to the Albert
residence where the father and son team
of Brian and Patrick Albert have combined
more than 40 inflatable figures with over
20,000 lights syn-chronized to Christmas
music.

From Pintail, get back on to Jeanne d’Arc
Blvd. and take it to Tenth Line Road where
you will head south to Charlemagne Blvd.
Turn left on to Charlemagne and left again
on to Princess Louise Street which has a
nice light display on the left.

Once you’re on Princess Louise, go to
Montcrest Drive and turn left which will
take you to Cheverny Crescent. Once there,
you will see another wonderfully decorated
house at the corner of Cheverny and Brissac
Way.

From Cheverny, I recommend making
your way to Trim Road and heading south to
the village of Navan and Henn Drive where

E IS
sl i . F
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you can see the newest addition to the list of
the best and brightest Christmas displays in
the east end at the Zintel residence.

Trustme: it’swellworththe 10-minute drive
fromOrléansandyouwillseeanumberofnicely
decorated houses on Trim Road along the
way. There is also a wonderful display on
Navan Road, just east of Trim.

The Zintels are also accepting donations
for the Orléans-Cumberland Community
Resource Centre’s Christmas program in
support local families in financial crisis.

Other houses that are worth checking out
if you have the time are at 6086 Rivercrest
Dr. in Chapel Hill, 1646 Trim Road between
Watters and Portobello, and 412 Larkhaven
Cres. in Queenswood Heights.

So pack the kids in the car. Fill up a
thermos of hot chocolate and take the kids on
a magical Christmas light tour. Who knows?
It may just become a family tradition.

>, \
e

The Abercrombie residence on Taffy Lane in Convent Glen, left, is just one of the reasons why the little street attracts hundreds of Christmas
display enthusiasts every year. The home on the right is located just around the corner from Taffy Lane on Sugar Creek Way. STAFF PHOTOS
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Relax, and Live With Us

Wateridge Village is a new community
minutes from the downtown core. Close to
Beechwood, the Montfort Hospital, and the
picturesque Ottawa River Parkway.

Our buildings are a lovely 3-storey scale
with elevator access and underground
parking available. 10 spacious and bright

suite layouts to choose from. Enjoy low-rise,
maintenance-free living!

Book an in-person suite
viewing today!

Leasing Centre

530 Pimiwidon Street, Suite 303, Ottawa ON

Mon - Fri: 12-7pm Sat & Sun: 12-5pm
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LOCAL BUSINESS

The Garlic King continues to rule in Orléans

STAR STAFF - Adel Azzi,
aka The Garlic King, has been
supporting the local community
for more 27 years.

From his earliest days operating
out of a small storefront on
St. Joseph Blvd. next to the Dairy
Queen, Azzi has sponsored local
athletes and sports teams, pro-
vided food for everything from
Santa’s Parade of Lights to school
assemblies, fed frontline workers
during the COVID pandemic and
the list goes on and on.

Who can ever forget his famous
catch phrase, “I am the Garlic
King. I can do anything!”

Most recently, Azzi supplied all
the food for the paramedic ride
ceremony at Ottawa City Hall in
September, and was also one of
the suppliers for food for the Help
Santa Toy Parade in Ottawa.

He maybe the king of garlic with
the best shawarma in town, but he
also the king of philanthropy when
it comes to small businesses which
is no small feat, especially in the
aftermath of pandemic which has
put a pinch on many restaurants
thanks to the rising cost of food.

When he wears his regal robes
and crown, Azzi is one of the
most recognizable personalities
in Orléans, if not THE most
recognizable. He and his purple
van with the dome on top has
become a staple of the Parade
of Lights and he’s made guest
appearances on local TV and radio
countless times..

It’s hard to believe that when the
Garlic King first opened in Orléans
— some people may still remember
the business’ original name Really
Lebanese — they were only the

second shawarma restaurant in the
community to choose from. Now
Ottawa is the shawarma capital of
Canada and Adel Azzi is the king.

Azzi is especially proud of the
fact that The Garlic King restaur-
ant was one of the first shawarma
restaurants in Ottawa to offer
gluten-free options.

When you walk into the
Garlic King’s current location at
2586 St. Joseph Blvd., you are
always greeted with a smile and
a warm home-style welcome. The
restaurant is not fancy or glitzy,
but as the Garlic King says, “You
can’t eat table clothes and fancy
dishes.”

As the year draws to a close
the Garlic King and his extended
family would like to wish every-
one a very Merry Christmas and
all the best in 2024
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Passing of the torch at Century 21 Action Power Team

Century 21 Action Power Team
Special to the Orléans Star

CENTURY 21 Action Power Team Ltd.,
whose offices are located on Youville Drive
in Orléans, has recently come under new
ownership after its acquisition by brokers
Marc-André Perrier and Stephen George.

Rather than an acquistion, it’s more like a
passing of the toch as Perrier and George take-
over the reins from long-term owners Pasquale
Ricciuti and Suzanne Robinson, who first
opened the Orléans office 45 years ago.

The pair began their real estate careers
with CENTURY 21 and have been inspired
by the direction that CENTURY 21 Canada
is heading. They saw an incredible oppor-
tunity to carry forward the legacy built
by Riccuiti and Robinson, who will remain
with the Action Power Team as brokers

“We’re passionate about growth and in-
novation,” says Perrier. “We want to expand
our team, embrace emerging technologies,
and leverage all the tools that CENTURY 21
Canada provides.”

For George, the time was right to bring a
fresh perspective to the industry.

“We’ve witnessed significant change dur-
ing our time here,” he explains. “We want to

take advantage of the cutting-edge technolo-
gy and new opportunities that CENTURY 21
Canada offers to its brokerages.”

Perrier’s loyalty to the CENTURY 21
brand is fueled not only by the robust suite
of tools and training programs available but
also by the networking opportunities the
company provides. He praises the brand’s an-
nual OneC21 conference, where like-minded
CENTURY 21 professionals come together
to connect and learn.

“Our recent experience at the OneC21
conference was incredible,” Perrier shares.
“We enjoyed the networking opportunities
and recognized how CENTURY 21 Canada
is leading the way in modernizing the real
estate industry.”

George is equally impressed by the brand’s
commitment to staying ahead of the curve.
“CENTURY 21 Canada is continuously im-
proving their technology offerings,” he ex-
plains. “Their websites for every agent and
their partnership with Moxi-Works are just
two examples. We knew our brokerage could
become even more future-ready.”

Looking ahead, the new owners have in-
novative plans for their brokerage. They aim
to attract like-minded agents that share the

Marc-André Perrier and Stephen George stand outside the CENTURY 21

Action Power Team office on Youville Drive. PHOTO SUPPLIED

brokerage’s values and who can thrive in the
ever-changing real estate landscape.

Their strategy involves leveraging their lo-
cal expertise and focusing on the distinctive
communities of Ottawa and the surrounding
regions.

“It’s all about serving our local commu-

nities and continuing to give back. “ says
George. “We want to provide exceptional
service and expertise in our specific areas.”

CENTURY 21 Action Power Team Ltd.
has been operating in Ottawa since 1978,
making it one of the oldest franchises in the
CENTURY 21 Canada system.

AL

Call us now to book your
appomtment! 0

613.424.9339

©Orléans Dynamic
Foot Clinic

+ Custom orthotics + Ingrown nail surgery y
- Hip, knee, back and heel pain  * Fungal nail & laser treatment (
- Flat feet - Diabetic foot care

+ Corns/calluses/warts + Xrays
"Our services are covered by most private insurance plans

&

Ekaterina Kroupskaia,
Chiropodist

Melissa Cloutier-
Chatel, DPM

Anna Grynechko,

www.orleansfootclinic.com | 3012 St. Joseph Blvd., Suite 201 Chiropodist

dynamicfootclinic.com
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Ring in the New Year at Caravela Restaurante on Innes Rd.

STAR STAFF - Can’t afford to go
down south this holiday season? Then
take a culinary trip to Portugal by visit-
ing Caravela Restaurante on Innes Road,
where you can enjoy the very best in
Portuguese cuisine.

When owner Fernando Diniz first opened
the restaurant in December 2016, his goal
was to bring a “Taste of Portugal” to food
lovers in Orléans.

Born and raised on the island of
Terceira in the Azores, Diniz joined forces
with Chef Tom Moore, formerly of the
hugely popular El Meson restaurant in
New Edinburgh, to produce a menu that
is heavy on seafood native to the Portu-
guese islands, mixed with dishes from the
mainland. He also hired his friend Henrique
Sousa, who also worked at E1 Meson, to act
as maitre d’ and chief sommelier.

The response from local diners continues
to be overwhelming, and for good reason —
the food is plentiful and delicious.

Whether you order traditional dishes
like the Cataplana, which is a type of sea-
food stew native to the Algarve region,

or the Alcatra a Terceira which is a pot roast
that is slow-cooked after marinating for 24
hours in red wine, onions and garlic, you
cannot go wrong.

Other house specialties include chicken,
beef or shrimp skewers, Fernando’s Platter,
Shrimp and Scallops and Grilled Octopus.
For starters, you can try the traditional Canja
chicken soup, or the seafood chowder.

Appetizers also include flambéed Chorizo,
Shrimp Cakes and Grilled Shrimp.

Most of the items on the menu can be
ordered either spicy, medium spice, medium
light, or with no heat at all.

If you still haven’t made plans for New
Year’s Eve, then you should consider spend-
ing it at Caravela where they are taking
reservations for three seatings at lunch;
5 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

The a la carte menu includes the Soup of
the Day, Chef’s Salad with Shrimp Cakes
and your choice of either the Oven-baed
Cod, Shrimps and Scallops, the Seafood
Platter, Lamb Shank, Piri-Piri Chicken,
Alcatra Pot Roast or Fernando’s Platter. It
also includes dessert, coffee or tea, and a

Caravela owner Fernando Diniz is looking forward to welcoming guests
to his restaurant on New Year’s Eve. FILE PHOTO

glass of champagne. The cost is $120 per
person.
The evening has sold out every year, so

you may want to reserve your table as soon
as possible. Reservations can be made by
calling 613-424-9200.
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FUNERAL COMPLEX - COMPLEXE FUNERAIRE INC.

~— Family owned and operated

SAMSUNI
SONY
TOTEM +
ARCAM

audioquest
DENON
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JBL

SOUND & SIGHT

2288 St. Joseph Blvd. (across from the TD bank)

OUR PRIORITY IS TO

LISTEN TO YOUR NEEDS.

%MM 12452 Sl
%@/Z/% %ﬂ%@/%) arcd
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1250 Trim Rd. » 613-830-2305

www.heritagefh.ca

The BIGGEST sale of the year... is here early!

Audio/Video - Interior Design - Smart Home

e [ CONTACTUSNOW 613-601-6787 °

The Boxing Week Sale at Sound & Sight

Get the best prices of the year on Samsung and Sony TV,
from 32 inch to 85 inch and more - LED, OLED and QLED.
Plus up to 70 percent off home theater and stereo including

Denon, Pioneer, Onkyo, Totem and Martin Logan.
Shop and save BIG from Dec. 26 to Dec. 30

soundandsight.com
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The best thing to say about 2023 is that it’s over

Continued from page 3

shifting completion date for the Trillium
Line which will run between Bayview
Station and Riverside South. At the start of
the year, it was expected to be finished in the
summer. By the spring, the date was moved
to November. As for the latest projection, it
could be anytime between this spring and
possibly Labour Day.

Here in the east end, the LRT project has
raised the ire of residents living nearby who
have to deal with both the construction noise
and a rat infestation many believe has been a
result. Meanwhile, motorists have had to deal
with a frustrating stream of lane and ramp
closures which don’t appear to be ending
anytime soon.

LRT may have been the dominating local
story in 2023, but it wasn’t the only story.

The biggest story in Orléans this past
year was the massive explosion that rocked
Avalon at 6:17 a.m. on Feb. 13. The blast
destroyed four homes under construction and
damaged eight nearby residences. Just over a
week later, investigators deemed the incident
“criminal” and would eventually have a
suspect under arrest.

Kody Troy Crosby, 35, pled guilty to
causing an explosion and three counts of

causing bodily harm for which he received a
five-year sentence.

In April, a 51-year-old Fallingbrook man
was charged with several offences after he
fired several nails through a neighbour’s
garage door. He then broke into the house
where he came face-to-face with the owners
who managed to calm him down to the point
where he eventually walked back out the
door and into his van which he had parked in
their laneway. Within 10 minutes, police had
the man under arrest. His trial is still ongoing
and a publication ban on his identity is still
in place.

In April, hundreds of striking PSAC
members picketed in front of the Peter D.
Clark Building on Centrum Blvd., where
local Liberal MP Marie-France Lalonde has
her office.

The picketing was done without incident
except for complaints from local businesses
that were upset the strikers had taken up all
the paking spaces in the Centrum Plaza,

On May 1, long-time Queenswood Heights
resident Al Tweddle passed away.

Tweddle was the founder of the Friends of
Petrie Island. He was also the driving force
in getting a tennis court installed next to the
Queenswood Heights Community Centre and

for many years he maintained the nearby out-
door rink during the winter. He was 84.

In October, the Ciné Starz theatre on
Centrum Blvd. was forced to close after
their landlord, Colonnade Management Inc.,
refused to renew their lease.

Later the same month, the historic Shaw
House in Navan was severely damaged by a
fire, forcing the Country Moments Spa and
Café to close indefinitely. On a positive note,
the community quickly rallied to the support
of its owner and local resident Amanda
Watson by donating $37,000 to a GoFundMe
campaign. Watson plans to open a second
location at the Hammond Golf Club in the
New Year and eventually reopening the spa
in Navan.

Sticking to the positive, 2023 saw the
return of a number of community events for
the first time since the pandemic, including
the Blackburn Fun Fair, Carivibe’s Reach the
Beach celebration on Petrie Island and the
Cork and Fork event at the Shenkman Arts
Centre.

The Orléans Craft Beer Festival in June
was another huge success as was the Rib and
Poutine Festival in September.

But arguably the best thing about 2023
is what didn’t happen. 2023 was the first
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Dogtopia of Orleans

1224 Place D’Orleans Dr, Unit 111A - Ottawa, Ontario
K1C 7K3 - dogtopia.com/orleans 613-801-1500
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Striking PSAC workers picketed
outside the Centrum Blvd. office of
Orléans MP Marie-France Lalonde
in April. FILE PHOTO

time in three years when are residents didn’t
have to go to the polls. After a federal and
provincial election in 2021 and a municipal
election in 2022, there was no call to the
polls in 2023.

If only we could be so lucky in 2024.
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Local
Christmas

Services
1111 ORLEANS BLVD. orleansunitedchurch.com

l \ Orleans United Church

believe. belong. become.

MERRY PRIDEMAS SERVICE - Dec. 20, 7pm

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE - Available online Dec. 21, 4pm
ADVENT IV - Dec. 24, 10am

CHRISTMAS SERVICE - 5pm For Young and Young at Heart

000

— 7pm Behold... It's Christmas!
— 9pm Candlelight Communion
SUNDAY SERVICE - Dec. 31, 10am

Celebrate Christmas.' |

at St. Helen’s

Anglican Church

Christmas Eve Services
Sunday Dec. 24

8a.m.,10 a.m.and 4 p.m.,

Christmas Day Service

- | i) I 5

7 pm. & 10'p.m."

Monday Dec. 25 at 10 afrr‘I. ,

1234 Prestone Drive, Orléans

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

sthelens.ca

PAINTING

PLUMBING

2 Time Winner
of the People’s
Choice Awards

A Serving Orléans for over 30 years!

L% Landriault

Complete renovations

mgmégms

Pro-Painting

YOUR COMMUNITY
PAINT EXPERT FTiET) & plumbing services

HOME

Free estimates - Licensed - Insured

Let the magic of my brush
increasethe value of your home

|\[Sjz=ey[0]:) Honesty, Integrity & Professionalism
plumbing@landriault.org

I T E P e I Il “Giltesar. 613-978-7524
HOME RENOVATIONS WINDOWS & GLASS

YOUR ONE STOP GLASS SHOP
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

W

M GREER GLASS SOLUTIONS

KITCHENS & RENOVATIONS

%ﬂBllE KITCHEN & RENO

@ At your door for the best price

e Complete
kitchen design &
installation

e Cabinet re-facing
& countertops

e Buy direct
e Quality

workmanship
o &reliability

FREE ESTIMATES
SERVING ORLEANS

Daniel Lavergne

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Replacement of thermal panes - Custom showers
Repair & replace hardware on windows
Custom glass railings « Cut to size glass & mirrors
Repair damaged screens & fabricate new screen frames

1241 Cousineau St., Orléans
(613) 715-3856 or (613) 824-2664
Website: www.mggs.ca Email: Marty@mggs.ca

(613)620-2889 - (613) 834-1661

2269 Pagé Rd., Orléans, ON

CHURCH LISTING

Orleans Seventh-Day

Adventist Church

Please join us on Sabbaths
for worship and fellowship

Saturdays: Sabbath School @ 9:30
and Divine worship @ 11:00 a.m.

Location: Grace Presbyterian Church
1220 Old Tenth Line Rd. * 613-834-9638

REAL ESTATE

Y
ST
Rezl Estate Servi

REALTOR® | SRES® . ——

Always Putting Your Needs First! RIGHT ar
Direct: 613-853-5807 HOME
Steve@stevc_esmard.ca Canada’s Largest Independent
www.stevesicard.ca Brokerage *

Living in, and Serving the Orleans Community Since 2007

| would really enjoy helping you!

CHURCH LISTING

Please come and join us

in worship and fellowship
Weekly Sabbath Services (Saturday) at 1:00 p.m.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR ENRICHING
MESSAGES AND DISCUSSIONS.

Please call or email for location 613-416-1533
or info@cgiottawa.ca

HOME RENOVATIONS
o /
27
2
v

Pat Lavigne
Flooring

5
U sl

QUALITY & SERVICE FOR LESS!

613-292-6339 * 613-824-0860
1439 Youville Dr., Unit 4, Orléans

www.patlavigneflooring.com
www.inneskitchenrenos.com
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Warm Wisses. for. 2024
from the Management

and Staff at Centung 21
Acm P Wy eam Stephen Geo®®

Orléans 613-837-3800 ¢« Ottawa 613-596-1900 ¢ Emibrun 613-443-2272
actionpowerteam.c21.ca

Century 21 Action Power Team Ltd.
BROKERAGE

Independently Owned & Operated m @ e [E
**denotes Broker & *denotes Sales Representative

MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE® REALTOR
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